
 

 

8636 PERSONAL USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Students 

Students are permitted to bring personal electronic devices including, but not limited to, 
cell phones, electronic tablets,  and personal digital assistants (PDAs) to school; 
however, they must be kept out of sight and turned-off during the hours of the student 
instructional day.  A student who uses an electronic device in violation of this policy will 
be subject to discipline in accordance with law and the District Code of Conduct.  In 
addition, the electronic device may be confiscated pending a meeting with the student 
and his/her parent. 

The Board of Education recognizes that there are personal electronic devices that have 
educational applications such as calculators, voice recorders, cameras, and music 
listening devices.  These devices shall be allowed to be used in classrooms only when 
they are included as part of a lesson under the direction of a teacher. 

The Board of Education prohibits the possession and/or use of electronic devices that 
may distract from or disrupt the educational process and/or that may be used as 
weapons (including but not limited to laser pointers and light pointers).  The Board of 
Education also prohibits the possession and/or use of electronic devices with recording 
capabilities by students on school property, except for the purpose of photographing or 
videotaping public events (e.g., athletic events, plays, concerts, awards ceremonies) or 
taking photographs for the yearbook with written permission of the yearbook advisor as 
long as the photographer complies with the privacy provisions in this policy. 

Employees 

Employees must keep personal electronic devices including, but not limited to, cell 
phones, electronic tablets, and PDAs turned off during student instructional time, except 
when using such devices for the purpose of calendaring and calculating. 

Emergencies 

During health and safety emergencies, such as fire drills, bomb threats, and 
evacuations, no personal electronic devices may be used by students, staff, or any third 
party, for the safety of students and staff, unless as directed by the District’s Safety 
Plan. 

Privacy 

The Board of Education prohibits any form of photography, tape recording or video 
recording of any individual on school property or in school facilities, as well as the 
dissemination of any photograph or recording, without that individual's knowledge or 
consent, or without parental consent if students are photographed or recorded.  



 

 

District surveillance cameras will only be used in public areas where there is no 
reasonable expectation of privacy. In no event shall any individual photograph or record 
in a zone where an individual has a reasonable expectation of privacy including, but not 
limited to, locker rooms, bathrooms, and the Nurse's office.   

 

A student who violates this policy shall be subject to discipline in accordance with the 
law and the District Code of Conduct.  An employee who violates this policy shall be 
subject to discipline in accordance with the law and any applicable collectively 
negotiated agreement. 

Responsibility 

The decision to bring personal electronic devices to school or school sponsored events 
rests with the individual student and his/her parents/guardians or the individual 
employee, respectively, and therefore the responsibility for such devices rests solely 
with the individual student or employee.  The School District assumes no responsibility 
or liability whatsoever in the event that an electronic device is damaged, misplaced or 
stolen during the school day, when on school property or when in attendance at a 
school sponsored event, whether on or off of school property.  

Cross-ref: 

Policy 8210.1, (Use of Surveillance Cameras on School Property) 
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